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Sensoji

Sensoiji, located at 2-chome, Taito City,
Tokyo Prefecture, is the oldest temple
in Tokyo Prefecture. Its honorific
mountain name is KinryQzan. The
principle object of worship is
Shokanzeion Bosatsu. Originally it was
part of the Tendai sect, but in Showa 25
(1950) it became independent and
became the head temple of the
Seikannon sect. Because Kannon
Bosatsu is the principle object of
worship, it has been named “Asakusa
Kannon” or “Asakusa no Kannon-sama,”
and is beloved far and wide. Within the
city, it is the only place on the Bando
Sanjusankasho (Number 13). Itis also a
stop on the Edo Sanjisankasho
(Number 1). Because it is one of the
foremost tourist locations in the whole
country, many worshipers come every
New Year for their first visit to a temple
of the year, and it is in the top 10 of all

Sensoji

Sensaji is the oldest temple in Tokyo.
According to legend, in 628 CE two
fishermen found a statue of the
bodhisattva Kannon while fishing on the
Sumida River. The statue kept
reappearing in their fishing nets no
matter how many times they threw
back. Eventually the fishermen gave in
and enshrined the statue on the
riverbank. Over time the basic shrine
was built into a large temple, but the
temple grew to prominence after the
capital was moved from Kyoto to Edo
(now Tokyo) in 1603. Tokugawa leyasu
(1543-1616), first of the Tokugawa
shoguns, established Sensoji as an
official temple of the Tokugawa
shogunate (1603-1867). Ever since,
pilgrims have flocked to Asakusa from
all over Japan. On March 10, 1945 the
temple and surrounding area were

’ destroyed in the first major fire

templesin Japan in terms of numberof 7  bombing by the United States Army Air

regular visitors. /
/

y ]

B4 T747:

BIEEREGROGHREB/NALZY . REFIERTRLEVFICHEL LT,
[BREEBEYIFLVOD] [HEBEIhBZEICh>T-0h] %
BNTDZET, ZATAT7DORAFICL Y EKREF > TWALLEITES,

Forces. Sensoji was rebuilt in 1958, and
it continues to be popular with both
pilgrims and tourists.
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About 10 minutes up the Kuroishizawa Trail on Mt. Fujisato
Komagadake is the Tanashiro Wetland. The secluded highland marsh’s
name, “Tanashiro” means “rice paddy of the gods”—a name given to it
by ancient communities that worshiped the mountain. The Tanashiro
Wetland spans roughly 19 hectares, or about the size of 23 soccer
pitches.
Flowers bloom in the wetland throughout the year. In May and June,
Asian skunk cabbages produce huge, white blossoms that—unlike the
flowers of their American cousins—have a pleasant smell. From late
June through July, the wetland is filled with Amur daylilies. Other
commonly seen flowers are the round-leaved sundews, a type of
carnivorous plant, and a type of skunk cabbage which melts through
the snow in early spring with heat produced by its purple flower. In
September and October, the beeches that surround Tanashiro turn the
whole mountain into a blaze of yellow.
The Nature Advisors recommend looking at the plants up close with a

magnifying glass or a loupe.
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